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Paul W Rasnussen

OPENI NG COMMENT St

The group of experts assenbl ed here at Ro Rco, Aizona, represent
the njar st akehol ders and deci sion nakers along the US - Mxi -
can border. Includedinthis group are represent atives fromuS @n-
gessiod of fices;, federa agencies, particdarly the US BPA g a@e
governnent; local governnent; tribal governnents; the business
conmuni ty; binational organizations; environnental and other non-
gover nient al organi zati ons; and the acadenic conmunity, indudmng
both US and Mxican universities. This group represent s sone of
the nost know edgeabl e experts on the growth, devel opnent, and
natural environnent a ong our joint border.

The goal for this coferenceisto hdp define avision for the border
regonfor the year 2000 Indefinngthat visionthis conference wil be
devel oping a road nap for the border s logtermfuue Inlistenng
to the presert ations on popul ation gronth, economc characteristics
and trends, environnent a conditions, chdlenges totheregon s e -
ural resources, transborder planning, and the current and potentia
institutional franeworks for decision naking, it is very inport at to
frane our questions and discussions around the future chal | enges
and future opportunities cofroting this key reg on

As ve wll discuss inthe days ahead, there is a wde range of deci -
si ons bei ng nade wthin the border region on a daily besis that af fet
the lives of nany thousands of people. These decisions are nade by
government d d ficias, business nanagers, and a variety of invadved
and concerned organizations and individuals living wthin this dra-
natic, yet potetialy threatened erviromnent. The challenge for
these neetings is to think of this decision naking in sustainable
terns. Qoviously, both public and private decision naking nust go
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forvard on a continuing basis. As the prepared papers a this cofer -
ence wll note, short-termdecisions can, and do, have md and | ong-
term consequences. This group of researchers and of fidds nost
begn to help fashion a border vision that wil assist bath Anerican
and Mxican of ficids, a dl levds, to consider the econonic and envi -
ronnent a consequences of their future decisions.

ECONOM C GROWTH W TH A SUSTAI NABLE ENVI RON-
MENT

Wat is neant by the term sust ai nabl e devel opnent ? The naj or
conponent s for achi eving economnc gronth wth a sust ainadd e envi -
ronnent was outlined by the President s Quncil on Sustanable
Devel oprent, whi ch published the Task Force Report Sust ainable
@monities inthe fal of 1997. The report noted that for devel op-
nent to be sustardde it nst saisfy five aiteria
.+ Long-Term Inpad s and Consequences Sust ai nabl e devel -
opnent requires the use of a long-termhorizon for decision
naki ng in which society pursues long-termaspirations rather
than sinply naking shorttermy reactive responses to prob-
| ens.
I nterdependence Sust ai nabl e devel opnent recogni zes the
i nt er dependence of econonic, environnentd, adsocid vel-
bei ng.
. Partidpation Sust ai nabl e devel opnent depends on deci si on
naki ng that isinclusive ad patidpaay, recogn zing the i nput
o various st akehol ders.
+ Equity Sust ai nabl e devel opnrent pronotes equity between
generations and anong dif ferent groups in sodiety.
.+ Proactive Prevention Sust ai nabl e devel opnent is antici pao-
ry. It pronates ef fat s to prevent prodens as the first course
a atim

INSTI TUTE GOALS

The ngjor god of Brxder Imstitue | is to use these five criteria to
assist this gop o invited expart stothink interns o bath vt is
and what could be over the next 20 years. Theresuit s of each work-
group s discussions and decisions nust be based on the pragmatic
redity o we is, bu enmdded by an aility topan for afuuwe o
what coul d be.

The concl usi ons and recormendat i ons reached at this Institute wil
be used to i nformand assi st deci si on nakers a ong the border tot ake
actions that help to strengthen the regon s econony, inprove and
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protect the environnent, and strive to achieve sociad justice and equi -
ty. Weneedto stat today tohep define avisionfor the border inthe
year 2020 that is worthy of the best thinking and highest ideals that
this distinguished group of experts can bring to these proceed ngs.

NOTES

1 These comrent s were prepared as opening renarks on the goal s
for the Bxrder Institue | and as an introduction to a paper that was
used as a dscussion quide for the Institute s breakout group neet -

i ngs.
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